
 
  
 
 
  
 

 

DSWD DROMIC Report #1 on the Maritime Incident  
in Brgy. Baluk-Baluk, Hadji Muhtamad, Basilan 

as of 26 January 2026, 6PM​
 

I.​ Situation Overview 
 
On 26 January 2026, at around 1:00 AM, a maritime incident involving passenger 
vessel MV Trisha Kerstin 3 occurred near Baluk-Baluk Island, Municipality of Hadji 
Muhtamad, Basilan Province. This is after the vessel bound for Jolo, Sulu reportedly 
sank while en route. Based on the vessel manifest, a total of 332 passengers with 27 
crew members were affected, of which, 18 of them are confirmed fatalities. Rescue 
and retrieval operations are ongoing, led by the Philippine Coast Guard in 
coordination with local rescue teams and civilian vessels that immediately responded 
to the incident area. 
 
In response, the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), through 
its Field Office (FO) IX, in coordination with the Local Government Unit (LGU) of the 
Hadji Muhtamad, Basilan, provided relief Ready to Eat Foods (RTEF) and financial 
assistance thru Assistance to Individuals in Crisis Situation (AICS) to address the 
immediate needs of the affected families and individuals. 

Source: DSWD Field Office (FO) IX 
 
II.​ Status of Affected Areas and Population 

 
A total of 359 persons are affected in Brgy. Baluk-Baluk, Hadji Muhtamad, 
Basilan (see Annex A). 
 

III.​ Cost of Humanitarian Assistance Provided 
 

A total of ₱418,986.00 worth of assistance was provided by DSWD to the affected 
persons (see Annex B). 
 

IV.​ Response Actions and Interventions 
 

a.​ Standby Funds and Prepositioned Relief Stockpile 

OFFICE 
STANDBY 

FUNDS 

STOCKPILE 
TOTAL 

STANDBY 

FUNDS & 

STOCKPILE 

FAMILY FOOD PACKS OTHER FOOD 

ITEMS 
NON-FOOD 

RELIEF ITEMS 
OTHER 

NON-FOOD 

ITEMS 
QUANTITY TOTAL COST TOTAL COST TOTAL COST TOTAL COST 

TOTAL 3,045,727,296.32 1,008,991 674,765,471.14 192,498,596.37 212,899,953.79 117,100,159.85 4,242,991,477.47 
DSWD CO 3,042,727,296.32 - - - - - 3,042,727,296.32 
NRLMB LDRC - 629,943 409,834,663.66 87,882,575.37 162,064,948.30 66,821,879.08 726,604,066.41 
NRLMB VDRC - 235,475 157,283,899.52 93,263,999.00 18,528,649.90 48,503,070.34 317,579,618.76 
NRLMB MDRC - 49,169 48,185,620.00 - - - 48,185,620.00 
DSWD FO IX 3,000,000.00 94,404 59,461,287.96 11,352,022.00 32,306,355.59 1,775,210.43 107,894,875.98 

Note: The Inventory Summary is as of 26 January 2026, 6PM 
Source: DSWD-DRMB and DSWD-NRLMB 
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1.​ Standby Funds  

●​ ₱3.04 billion Quick Response Fund (QRF) at the DSWD Central Office. 
●​ ₱3 million available at DSWD FO IX. 
 

2.​ Prepositioned FFPs and Other Relief Items 
●​ 914,587 FFPs available in Disaster Response Centers; of which, 629,943 

FFPs are at the Luzon Disaster Resource Center (LDRC), Pasay City and 
235,475 FFPs are at the Visayas Disaster Resource Center (VDRC), 
Mandaue City; and 49,169 FFPs are at the Mindanao Disaster Resource 
Center (MDRC), Butuan City. 

●​ 94,404 FFPs available at DSWD FO IX. 
●​ ₱522.5 million worth of other FNIs at LDRC, VDRC, and DSWD FO IX 

warehouses. 
 

b.​ Food and Non-food Items (FNIs) 
 

DATE ACTIVITIES 
26 January 2026 ●​ DSWD FO IX facilitated the distribution of RTEFs to the 

rescued survivors. 

 
c.​ Other Activities 

 
DATE ACTIVITIES 

26 January 2026 ●​ DSWD FO IX facilitated the initial distribution of financial 
assistance thru AICS to the rescued survivors. 

●​ DSWD FO IX Regional Director Hadjimuddin directed DRMD 
to facilitate immediate assessment of affected individuals in 
Basilan for the processing of financial assistance if necessary. 

●​ DSWD FO IX closely coordinates with the affected LGU and 
other concerned offices for significant updates and any 
requests for relief augmentation. 
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Annexes 
 
Annex A.​ Number of Affected Families / Persons 

REGION / PROVINCE / MUNICIPALITY NUMBER OF AFFECTED 
Barangays Families Persons 

GRAND TOTAL 1 359 359 
BARMM 1 359 359 
Basilan 1 359 359 
Hadji Muhtamad 1 359 359 

 Source: DSWD FO IX 
 
Annex B.​ Cost of Assistance Provided to Affected Families / Persons 

REGION / PROVINCE / 
MUNICIPALITY 

COST OF ASSISTANCE 
DSWD LGU NGOs OTHERS GRAND TOTAL 

GRAND TOTAL 418,986.00 - - - 418,986.00 
BARMM 418,986.00 - - - 418,986.00 
Basilan 418,986.00 - - - 418,986.00 
Hadji Muhtamad 418,986.00 - - - 418,986.00 

Note: The reflected DSWD assistance covers the cost of RTEFs provided to the affected families / persons. 
Source: DSWD FO IX 

 
Annex C.​ Photo Documentation 
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***** 
The Disaster Response Operations Management, Information, and Communication (DROMIC) Division of 
DSWD-DRMB is closely coordinating with DSWD FO IX for significant disaster response updates and 
assistance provided. For inquiries and concerns related to this DROMIC Report, you may contact the 
DSWD-DRMB through its official email address at drmb@dswd.gov.ph. 
 
 
Prepared by: 
 
MARIA ERLA P. DEL VALLE 
ANGELA CYRILLE S. CASCALLA 

Released by: 
 
ANTONIO P.  BUSAYONG IV 
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