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IV.

DSWD DROMIC Report #7 on the Maritime Incident in

Brgy. Baluk-Baluk, Hadji Muhtamad, Basilan
as of 31 January 2026, 6PM

Situation Overview

On 26 January 2026 at around 1:00 AM, a maritime incident involving passenger
vessel MV Trisha Kerstin 3 occurred near Baluk-Baluk Island, Municipality of Hadji
Muhtamad, Basilan Province. This is after the vessel bound for Jolo, Sulu, reportedly
sank while en route. Based on the vessel manifest, a total of 359 passengers with 27
crew members were affected, of which, 18 of them were confirmed fatalities.

Rescue and retrieval operations are ongoing, led by the Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) in coordination with local rescue teams and civilian vessels that immediately
responded to the incident area.

In response, the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), through
its Field Office (FO) IX, in coordination with the Local Government Unit (LGU) of
Hadji Muhtamad, Basilan, immediately provided Ready-to-Eat Foods (RTEFs) and
financial assistance through Assistance-to-Individuals in Crisis Situation (AICS) to
address the immediate needs of the affected families and individuals.

As part of its ongoing support and to uphold the dignity of affected families and
individuals, DSWD FO IX has provided family food packs (FFPs) and hygiene kits.

Source: DSWD FO IX
Status of Affected Areas and Population

A total of 359 persons are affected in Brgy. Baluk-Baluk, Hadji Muhtamad,
Basilan (see Annex A).

Cost of Humanitarian Assistance Provided

A total of P4,647,715.25 worth of assistance was provided to the affected families; of
which, P2,376,886.25 from DSWD, and £2,270,829.00 from the LGU (see Annex B).

Response Actions and Interventions

a. Standby Funds and Prepositioned Relief Stockpile

STOCKPILE
STANDBY OTHER FOOD NON-FOOD OTHER S'.II'-:I:II-SEY
OFFICE FUNDS FAMILY FOOD PACKS ITEMS RELIEF ITEMS NC:;I;:JIOSOD FUNDS &
STOCKPILE
QUANTITY | TOTAL COST | TOTAL COST | TOTAL COST TOTAL COST
TOTAL 3,045,727,296.32 | 1,093,204 | 739,386,671.14| 157,142,087.65| 287,424,400.87| 98,723,049.69| 4,328,403,505.67
DSWD CO 3,042,727,296.32 -| 3,042,727,296.32
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STOCKPILE
OFFICE STANDBY FAMILY FOOD PACKS OTHER FOOD NON-FOOD N C?JI:EE)D S'.II'-:I:II-S;Y
FUNDS ITEMS RELIEF ITEMS ITEMS FUNDS &
STOCKPILE
QUANTITY | TOTAL COST | TOTALCOST | TOTAL COST TOTAL COST

NRLMB LDRC 641,243 | 416,400,663.66| 71,051,556.65| 237,269,375.78|  60,569,530.98| 785,291,127.07
NRLMB VDRC 308,575 215,471,099.52|  74,851,957.00 18,528,649.90|  36,378,308.28| 345,230,014.70
NRLMB MDRC 49,169 48,185,620.00 48,185,620.00
DSWD FO IX 3,000,000.00 94,217 59,329,287.96|  11,238,574.00 31,626,375.19 1,775,210.43| 106,969,447.58

Note: The Inventory Summary is as of 31 January 2026, 6PM.
Source: DSWD-DRMB and DSWD-NRLMB

1. Standby Funds
e P3.04 billion Quick Response Fund (QRF) at the DSWD Central Office.
e 3 million available at DSWD FO IX.

2. Prepositioned FFPs and Other Relief Items

e 998,987 FFPs available in Disaster Response Centers; of which, 641,243
FFPs are at the Luzon Disaster Resource Center (LDRC), Pasay City;
308,575 FFPs are at the Visayas Disaster Resource Center (VDRC),
Mandaue City; and 49,169 FFPs are at the Mindanao Disaster Resource
Center (MDRC), Butuan City.

e 94217 FFPs available at DSWD FO IX.

e #543.29 million worth of other FNIs at LDRC, VDRC and DSWD FO IX
warehouses.

b. Food and Non-food Items (FNIs)

DATE
29-31 January 2026 °

ACTIVITIES
DSWD FO IX facilitated the distribution of additional FFPs and
hygiene kits to the affected individuals at CDRRM Office,
Zamboanga City.
DSWD FO IX facilitated the distribution of FFPs and hygiene
kits to the affected individuals.
DSWD FO IX facilitated the distribution of RTEFs to the
affected individuals.

27-28 January 2026 °

26 January 2026 °

c. Other Activities

ACTIVITIES
DSWD FO IX Crisis Intervention Unit (CIU) provided financial
assistance through AICS for additional victim-survivors and
bereaved families.
e DSWD FO IX is continuously coordinating with the PSWDO
Basilan Province for updates and requests for further relief
assistance and augmentation needed by the victim survivors.
DSWD FO IX DRMD Chief Myla Villaverde attended the
operational briefing and emergency meeting led by LGU of
Zamboanga City to discuss operation concerns and response
to ICOW MV Trisha Kerstin 3 incident.
e DSWD FO IX Cirisis Intervention Unit (CIU) provided financial
assistance through AICS for additional victim-survivors and
bereaved families.

DATE
30-31 January 2026 °

29 January 2026 °
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DATE ACTIVITIES

e DSWD FO IX is continuously coordinating with the PSWDO
Basilan Province for updates and requests for further relief
assistance and augmentation needed by the victim survivors.

27-28 January 2026 e DSWD FO IX facilitated the distribution of financial assistance
through AICS to the rescued survivors.

e DSWD FO IX closely coordinated with the affected LGU and
other concerned offices for significant updates and any
requests for relief augmentation.

26 January 2026 e DSWD FO IX facilitated the initial distribution of financial
assistance through AICS to the rescued survivors.

e DSWD FO IX, through the SWAD Office in Isabela City,
Basilan, assisted in profiling and administered Psychosocial
First Aid (PFA) to survivors.

e DSWD FO IX Regional Director Hadjimuddin directed DRMD
to facilitate immediate assessment of affected individuals in
Basilan for the processing of financial assistance, if necessary.

e DSWD FO IX closely coordinated with the affected LGU and
other concerned offices for significant updates and any
requests for relief augmentation.
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Annexes

Number of Affected Families / Persons

Annex A.

BARMM 1 359 359
Basilan 1 359 359
Hadji Muhtamad 1 359 359

Source: DSWD FO IX

Annex B. Cost of Assistance Provided to Affected Families / Persons

BARMM 2,376,886.25| 2,270,829.00 - 4,647,715.25
Basilan 2,376,886.25| 2,270,829.00 - - 4,647,715.25
Hadji Muhtamad 2,376,886.25| 2,270,829.00 - - 4,647,715.25

Note: The reflected DSWD assistance covers the cost of FNIs and AICS provided to the affected families / persons.
Source: DSWD FO IX

*hkkk

The Disaster Response Operations Management, Information, and Communication (DROMIC) Division of
DSWD-DRMB is closely coordinating with DSWD FO IX for significant disaster response updates and
assistance provided. For inquiries and concerns related to this DROMIC Report, you may contact the
DSWD-DRMB through its official email address at drmb@dswd.qov.ph.

Prepared by: Released by:

AIZA A. SARIAN JEM ERIC F. FAMORCAN
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